Obviously it’s the fourth week of Advent, and we’ll spend just a few moments with

today’s Advent scripture before we return to the our remembrances of Common
Ground.

In the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel we find these words . . .












What a day that must have been for Mary. God stepped into her life through the
angel Gabriel, and brought her strange and wonderful news. She would become
pregnant though she was a virgin. She would be pregnant although she wasn’t
married. Those probably would have seemed like bad circumstances for Mary, but the
angel said Mary had found favor with God. She might have thought: If this is what
favor with God brings me, | don’t know if | want it.

Her life would become incredibly difficult and awkward, but according to the angel
this would be a good thing . . .



... She would give birth to the Son of God. God would come to live with humanity as
one of us, and Mary would be the child’s mother. She would give birth to and raise
the Son of God. How could that be? How would she respond?

Her response was: | am the Lord’s servant. May it come to pass. | hope that you and |
can respond with just as much faith when we are called to mission for God, even if it
seems strange or difficult, and even if it takes us far out of our comfort zones.
Because we are called to a life of faith.

It was out of just such a calling that many of us created this worship service . . .



... that we called Common Ground over eight years ago. Our purpose was to create a
worship service where everyone would feel welcome. It would be as if we placed a
sign out front that said: Everyone welcome, no exceptions. We wanted to create an
atmosphere and a fellowship where we could join together in passionate and genuine
worship. We wanted a service where we could connect with God and each other and
be challenged to take God’s kingdom mission back into our community and beyond.
And | think we did that.

Our theme verse (or passage) has been from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians where he
said. . .






It’s a worthy way to live—adapting to our cultural surroundings enough that we can
speak people’s different languages, appreciate their music, dine with them, and
become friends and eventually share our faith. And | hope that as the Common
Ground worship service comes to an end you will do us a very high honor by adopting
this philosophy as your way of life.

If you've been at least halfway awake during these years of services you’ve probably
also realized a couple of other theme passages. One comes from Matthew’s Gospel
account where Jesus says. ..



Both Pastor Dave and | have preached on this passage numerous times in this service,
and | think it encapsulates not just the law and the prophets but Jesus’ message for
us. If we will love God with our whole being and love our neighbors as ourselves, we
will truly be living as Jesus intended and the world will be able to look at us and
testify that we are Christians because of the love we have for one another and for
those outside the walls of the church and for those in need.

And that brings me to the last theme scripture from Micah 6. ..
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Every time | read it, this scripture hits me straight between the eyes. What kind of
worship does God require of me and of you. It is to do justice, love kindness, and
walk humbly with God. This is the kind life we have encouraged each other to live.
And we’ve demonstrated it in our mission trips, in our food drives, in our service
projects, and in the way we’ve treated each other and treated every new person who
has walked through those doors.

This has been a place and a fellowship of genuine Christian community, and | hope
each of us will continue to live the kind of lives we have encouraged each other to
live here. And as we continue to think on those scriptures and those thoughts . ..
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... I want to invite you to a time of contemplation. You should have received in your
worship bulletin a blank piece of paper. | invite you to take out that piece of paper
and consider writing a prayer or some of your thoughts on the events of this last
week and the last several months that have brought us to this point—the final
Common Ground service. Some of us have hurt, anger, resentment, bitterness and
just a whole range of emotions. During this time of prayer and contemplation | invite
you to write down those thoughts or prayers and bring them to the cross. This will be
an act of worship in which we will be able to express our thoughts to God and hand
the burdens over to God. And as we do this we can be sure that God understands our
hurt, frustrations and anger. Jesus felt all of those things and weeps with us today in
our experience.
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